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Abstract:

From the time immemorial, Sanskrit literature has been depicting the corresponding
Indian society with all its dimensions. The poets like Sidraka, Dandin, Ksemendra receive
acclaim for their courage to depict the lives of the common people of society. In comparison
to other forms of ripaka, bhana has possessed the specialty that its theme can depict the
experiences of the lower section of society. The bhanas of the Caturbhani encompass
different aspects of society prevailed during that period. Except for the descriptions of royal
life, all the four bhanas viz., Padmaprabhrtaka of Sidraka, Dhirtavitasamvada of
I$varadatta, Ubhayabhicarika of Vararuci and Padataditaka of Syamilaka focus on
portraying the city life of common people. The Caturbhant is the repository of historical
Sacts. It is the authors’ outstanding skill to portray work with so much historical importance
and literary value. To analyze the political aspects of the four bhanas of the Caturbhani,
different features of administrative systems, foreign invasions and the existence of different
dynasties have been considered. The present research paper tries to analyze the political

aspect of society portrayed in the four bhanas of the Caturbhani.
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Introduction: Natyasastra, Bharatamauni defines bhana

The bhanas of the Caturbhant as it should be conveyed by one person,
comprehend bulks of references depending on two things- either it describes
manifesting different dimensions of the co- one’s own experience or is characterised by
existing society. Bhana is one of ten types the descriptions related to other persons.
of ritpaka. The features of bhana have been One should enact the words of another
stated by the Sanskrit dramatists in their person employing retorts, originating in
works of dramaturgy. The author of the oneself and progressively strung together,
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as well as by verbal gestures and
akasabhasita i.e., voices spoken in the air.
It should be set forth by a roguish parasite
in one act, and consist of many and varied
situations and movements.'

The Caturbhant is the collection of
four bhanas viz., Padmaprabhrtaka of

Stdraka, Dhiirtavitasarmvada of Tévaradatta,

Ubhayabhicarika of  Vararuci and
Padataditaka of Syamilaka. The four
bhanas ie., Padmaprabhrtaka,

Dhirtavitasarmvada, Ubhayabhicarika and
Padataditaka of the collection Carturbhant
provide the important information of the
society of a particular period regarding the
popular beliefs, customs, livelihood etc.
Except for the royal life, the authors draw
the focus on the city life of common people
in the bhanas. Along with other sources, the
Caturbhant also gives a clear picture of the
Gupta period which is regarded as the
Golden Age of Indian culture.
Methodology:

! atmanubhiitasarms parasarhsrayavarnanavisesastu /
dvividhasrayo hi bhano vijiieyastvekaharyasca //
paravacanamatmasarihstam
prativacanairuttarottaragrathitaih /
akasapurusakathitairngavikarairabhinayaiscaiva //
dhirtavitasamprayojyo
nanavasthantaratmakascaiva/
ekanko bahucestah satatarm karyo budhair bianah //
bhanasyapi hi nikhilarm laksanamuktarn
tathagamanugatam /
/4

Natyasastra, Part 111, XVIII.108-111
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The work will follow some stages of
systematic studies. The methodology of the
research will be entirely qualitative. In the
of the book

‘Caturbhani’ has been collected for the

first stage study, the
thorough study to understand and to reveal
the inner concepts and meaning of the four
bhanas. Some relevant books and materials
related to the Gupta age covering the age of

the Caturbhant have been studied.

In the second stage, the collected
materials have been compared and critically
examined from the point of view of the
objectives of the present work. The relevant
books have been reviewed critically to have
a better and clear picture of the Gupta age.
Some historical and geographical
phenomena have also been taken into
consideration in this regard. Thus,
information and data collected at different
levels from various sources have been
systematically arranged for proper analysis

and interpretation.

Political Aspects of the Society as
Depicted in the Padmaprabhrtaka:

Monarchy prevailed in ancient
India, so at the age of the Padmaprabhrtaka
bhana. The bhana mentions feudalism,
which existed during that period. History

also sheds light on the Gupta times when
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LlatL rdtaliputira wds 10unJca vy a coriali
special operations to handle them either by )

_ ) prince named Putraka and he named the
making deals or using arms. In the ) ) ) B )
city after his wife Patali . Pataliputra was
Padmaprabhrtaka, the poet uses the term )

; ) ) known by many names like Kusumapura,
danda’, what was to be carried with the . ) i
Kusumadhvaja, Puspapura, Polibothra .
prince. The term danda could be used either . . .
) - During the Gupta period, Kusumapura is

to mean the involvement of military force ) )
meant by the term nagara i.e., city. In the

Mudraraksasa also, the term nagara is used

> Ram Sharan Sharma, Aspects of Political Ideas

and Institutions in Ancient India, p.202 " M.Monier Williams, 4 Sanskrit-Engkish Dictiory,

3 sa ca subhagah samantaprasamanarthari p.-466

8

dandenodyatah / Padmaprabhrtaka, p.40 asti kusumapure manikarasrestht candanadaso

* M. Monier Williams, 4 Sanskrit-English nama / Mudraraksasa, p.132

Dictionary, p.1205 . esa pataliputradagatah iti / Ibid., p.200
> Sharma, Ram Sharan Sharma, Aspects of Political % Mudraraksasa, Notes, p-53

Ideas and Institutions in Ancient India, p.211 ' Some Aspects of Literary References to

® sa ca subhagah samantaprasamanartharh Pataliputra, Proceedings of the Indian History
dandenodyatah / Padmaprabhrtaka, p.40 Congress vol. 58 (1997), p. 160
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